" I see.  When did you take your degree ? "
" At the end of last year's summer session. It will be
a year in August."
" Bookseller Kranich told me that you were not able
to find a job for a long time. Have you got one now ? "
" Yes, or rather something of the sort. It does at any
rate support us."
" What is it ? What are you doing ? Commercial ? "
** Commercial!" said Helene, and was forced to
laugh. " No, Herr Professor. I am living in Brunsdorf
now. That is a tiny pkce in Hanover. In Brunsdorf
there are engineering works, a railway station, a doctor,
a chemist and nothing else. In the chemist's shop there
is a cellar, in the cellar there are three bottles of Bertrand's
reagent. That is all. I sit there and make examinations
of urine for the people of Brunsdorf."
" Well, there was rio need for you to have studied
chemistry to do that," said Ambrosius impatiently.
<c No, indeed," said Helene without bitterness.
A little column of ash fell from Ambrosius' cigar on to
the back of his hand which was lying on the writing-desk,
He jumped, scattered the ash over his books and files,
groped about—it was a distressing sight. Helene pushed
an ash-tray in the way of his fingers. " Where—oh, there
it is. I couldn't see it immediately," said Ambrosius,
putting away his cigar. He went on:
" I asked you to come and see me because it is possible
that I know of a job for which you would be very suit-
able. It is not altogether a simple matter. But you must
tell me a little more in detail how you have fared since—
we last met. Character is almost as important as ability
in this particular instance. I thought perhaps that you,
particularly you, might be as tough, as obstinate and as
patient as would be necessary. I feel in a way that I must
. make amends to you and all my students for the mess
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